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the Farm Colony, but we know that the Prince was at
least interested in the Darkest England Scheme and
cherished a rather genial and man-of-the-world admiration
for the social reforms of the Salvation Army.

Trouble of a serious kind occurred for the Army in 1895.
An outbreak of smallpox led to an inquiry into the shelters
which the Army had set up all over London for the im-
mediate succour of the houseless and the starving. This in-
quiry was followed by a prosecution, and by some very
cruel insinuations in the Press. Mr. Chaplin was asked a
question in the House of Commons, and his answer was
sent to the perambulating General at the other side of the
world by the Chief of the Staff;

My attention has been called to a report in The Times of the
I5th instant as to proceedings instituted by the Vestry of St.
George the Martyr, Southwark, with alleged overcrowding of
the Salvation Army Shelter in Blackfriars Road. I under-
stand that the case was adjourned, and no decision has yet
been given by the magistrate in the matter, and I think, there-
fore, that I cannot properly make out any observations with
reference to the evidence referred to. The Local Government
Board are aware that a considerable number of cases of Small-
pox have occurred amongst persons who have been relieved in
the Salvation Army Shelters. In the early part of last year
the Board directed an inquiry as to the arrangements in con-
nexion with these Shelters, especially as regards dealing with
cases of infectious disease, and at the beginning of the present
month I requested that further inquiries should be made by one
of the medical inspectors of the Board as to precautionary
measures taken at the shelters with a view to the detection of
cases of smallpox among the persons admitted. The general
result of the inquiry would appear to be that the Salvation
Army authorities realize their responsibility in the matter of
smallpox, and are anxious to do all in their power to prevent
the spread of that disease by means of the shelters. The Local
Government Board are not empowered to enforce a medical in-
spection. Any powers for this purpose, apart from those
which may be exercised by the medical officer of health, could
only be obtained by legislation. The subject has been receiving
my attention, and the question as to the alteration of the law
with regard to these and similar other institutions will be con-
sidered by me.

In another dispatch the General is told of the progress
of the case: